

Rocester Parish Council 
Meeting of Rocester Parish Council held on Monday 12hJanuary 2025
Minutes issued by Ms Nisa Khan, Clerk to the Council 
Council Meeting of Rocester Parish Council
Councillors in attendance: Cllr G Mellor (Chair), Cllr M Pierzchalla, Cllr N Pierzchalla, Cllr P Atkins,
District Councillor – Cllr S Sankey
County Councillor – Cllr G Hales and Cllr Allen Patrick
Public Participation - 8 members of the community attended for a general discussion about loss of parking on Churnet Row / High Street, temporary traffic lights and barn demolition. (See also items 276, 277 and 278). 
262. Apologies for Absence- Apologies received by Cllr G Aris and Cllr A Fowel
263.  Minutes of Previous Meeting and Arising Matters – Approval of minutes of the meeting held on Monday 12th January 2026 as an accurate record of decisions made; Proposed by Cllr N Pierzchalla and seconded by Cllr M Pierzchalla 
264. Declarations of Interest from members regarding items on the agenda. 
Personal interest declared by Cllr M Peirzchalla, Cllr G Mellor and Cllr P Atkins for village hall 278
265.  Clerks Report – 
A) Dog fouling – been reported to ESBC and they are going to send law enforcement, Playing fields also needs to look at the fence to make it dog proof.
B) Domain and Website Progress report.- Clerk to chase provider. Work has started and the domain will go live 7-10 days after the invoice has been paid.
266. To approve expenditure (Refer to Appendix A) Proposed by Cllr P Atkins Seconded Cllr M Pierzchalla
267. To consider financial reports (to be circulated prior to the meeting) – Received by all Councillors.
268.  AGAR 2024/2025 internal and external report – These had been circulated to and received by all Councillors
269. [bookmark: _Hlk221030420] AGAR 2024/2025 Action plan for improvements – This had been prepared from Auditors’ reports and circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting. It was broadly accepted and is to be developed further by the F+GWG which is to report to the next Council Meeting.
270.  Projected budget outturn for 2025/26 -   The C/RFO reported that the 2025-26 Outturn should break even so making no demands on the 2026-27 Budget’s contingencies.
271. Revised Budget cost Centres –The possibility of simplifying some of the approved cost centres had been investigated to reduce the need to virement. It was proposed that;  
a) To match the Councils Asset Register, a new title ‘Rocester Allotments’ be added without any financial provisions.
b) The 2026/27 Budget Cost Centres for the Butter Cross, Island Gardens, Roger Austin Gardens and West View Street lighting totalling to £450 become a single titled ‘Other Community Assets’.  Cllr N Pierzchalla accepted the Budget heading from the FGWG for 26/27. 272.    Agree and Ratify any earmarked funds for 2026/27 - These are to be identified by                    F+GWG and reported to and reported to the next Council Meeting.
273.   Review and Ratify Financial Risk Register before 31/03/26 - – Such a register needs to be ratified by Council before 31 March 2026. The matter was referred to the F+GWG which is to report to the next Council Meeting.
274. Kim Squires independent internal auditor for 2026/27 – – Given that Auditor’s reports for 2024-25 show that the Council still needs to improve, it was agreed that Kim Squires be appointed. Proposed Cllr P Atkins : seconded Cllr G Mellor
275. It was made clear from the public feedback that residents are concerned about potential cuts to the town’s bus services, particularly routes serving Uttoxeter, Ashbourne, Derby, and Stoke-on-Trent. The Council’s traffic representative will investigate this matter further. The Clerk will respond to the bus service correspondence, requesting consideration of increased provision, particularly in light of the absence of a Sunday service, which residents have indicated is having an impact on their mental health and social wellbeing.
276. Churnet Farm House –There was much discussion on the adverse effects of the erection of traffic lights prior to the proposed demolition of the barn. There has been no prior consultation with residents in Churnet Row / High Street who have lost their on-street parking and now having to seek places elsewhere in the village for an undefined period. The residents’ preference was to be given on-street parking permits.  
277.    Parking Eye - In light of the ongoing parking concerns within the village, this matter has been     deferred to the next meeting for further review and consideration.
278.    Village Hall Car Park – Deferred to Next Meeting
279.   Local Government Reorganisation – The County and District Councils’ responses and recommendations are now with Central Government. 
280.   Planning Applications 
a) New applications - none Received
b) Decisions Received – : P/2025/00672 Rivendale, Woodseat Grove, Rocester, Staffordshire ST14 5FA  - No further action
c) Other Planning Matters – Discussed
281.    Review F+GWG Reports – see Appendix B
282.   To receive reports from District Councillors - – Cllr S. Sankey attended and contributed to the discussions on the Churnet Farm developments. 
283     To receive reports from County Councillors  - Councillors G Hales and Cllr Allen Partick attended in person and contributed to the discussions on the Churnet Farm developments and Parking Eye.
284    Report of the Village Hall Management Committee – The Committee reported that the toilets at the Village Hall have recently experienced flooding. On behalf of the Rocester Community Centre/Village Hall, Neil submitted a draft application to the National Lottery Fund which the Council is to review prior to submission. A quotation will be provided to Neil, after which the application process is expected to take approximately six to eight weeks. Cllr P. Atkins also circulated a report outlining the final outturn figures for 2024/25 for comparison purpose
285    Report of the Playing Field Management Committee – The fences need replacing or repairing.


Next meeting –
2nd March 2026 – Full meeting of Rocester Parish Council,  
 Agenda items by 25th February 2026 and formal apologies to the Clerk no later than 28th February 2026.






Appendix A

	Date 
	Payee 
	Net 
	VAT 
	Gross 
	Cheque No

	02/02/26
	Clerk wages January Hours
	£822.64
	0
	£822.64
	        Bank Transfer

	02/02/26
	Clerk wages and 8 Hours for VH December Hours
	£126.56
	0
	£126.56
	Bank Transfer

	02/02/26
	Clerk Expenses, Printing, travel
	£34.78
	0
	£34.78
	Bank Transfer

	02/02/26
	Handy Man 32 hours per month
	£390.72
	0
	£390.72
	Bank Transfer

	02/02/26
	Zelphi LTD
	£240
	
	£240
	Bank Transfer

	Jan Expense
	25/26 Annual Subscription – SPCA inv  SI-1723
	£287.00
	0
	£287.00
	Bank Transfer

	Jan Expense
	25/26 Annual Subscription - NALC inv  SI-1723
	£111.51
	                    0
	£111.51
	Bank Transfer

	Jan Expense
	Ford Manwaring Cedar Tree Boiler works
	£606.75
	£151.68
	£758.43
	Bank Transfer

	Jan Expense
	Chairs Expenses
	£21.00
	
	£21.00
	    Bank Transfer

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	Total Payments 
	£2640.96
	£0
	£2792.64
	 



	Breakdown of Clerk Expenses
	Net
	VAT 
	Gross

	Printing
	£3.50
	
	£3.50

	Mileage  ,  
12th January 2026 
22nd January 2026 

17miles x2 0.46x34

	£31.28
	
	£31.28

	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	               £34.78












             




