
Rocester Parish Council 
Meeting of Rocester Parish Council held on Monday 6th October 2025
Minutes issued by Ms Nisa Khan, Clerk to the Council 
Council Meeting of Rocester Parish Council
Councillors in attendance: Cllr G Mellor (Chair), Cllr M Pierzchalla, Cllr N Pierzchalla, Cllr A Fowell
Public Participation  : 1 member of the community attended.
195. 	Apologies for Absence- Apologies received from Cllr P Atkins, Cllr S Sankey and Cllr G Aris
 Minutes of Previous Meeting held on Monday 1st September 2025 Approved as an accurate record of decisions made. Proposed by Cllr M Pierzchalla, seconded by Cllr N Pierzchalla.
196. Declarations of Interest from members regarding items on the agenda and consider an application for dispensation.
Cllr M Pierzchalla and Cllr G Mellor declared a personal interest with anything related to the Village Hall, Cllr G Mellor also declared a personal interest on Agenda item 201A as Cllr G Mellor’s family had owned this property many years ago.
198. Clerks Report – 
A) CCTV installation date and persons who will have Camera apps on their mobile phones were discussed.  It was decided that Cllr P Atkins, Cllr N Pierzchalla and the Clerk Nisa Khan should have the CCTV app on their phones. The Clerk is to arrange this. 
B) WIFI Guest Password Update – Clerk to work on this.
C) Domain and Website Progress report – Domain name and emails likely to cost £385 less £100 grant from HMG.
D) [bookmark: _Hlk211935740]Sunshine Gym Equipment – Cllr G Mellor and Cllr P Atkins to send Clerk details that need to go on the Sign prior to workings starting.
 S106/CIL moneys need to be vired formally between accounts held by RPC. Procurement to be discussed at the next F+GWG meeting. 
E) Festive Illuminations – Clerk to contact National Grid as the invoice appears to be made out to Castrum Court so address needs to be changed. Clerk to contact National Grid and get the detailed changed.
F) Children Centre Invoices – Cedar Tree are up to date on their payments.  
G) Children Centre Lease –  Cllr M Pierzchalla is to resend the final reviewed lease to Clerk. 
H) AGAR 25/26 Interim Meeting feedback – The Internal Auditor is pleased with the interim meeting and has said the council is moving in the right direction, however it was discussed to have the website up to date with accessibility statement and Publication Scheme. 
199. Approval of expenditure. 
(Refer to Appendix A) : Proposed by Cllr G Mellor : seconded by Cllr A Fowell
200.  	To consider financial reports (to be circulated prior to the meeting).  To be referred to the next F+GWG Meeting for discussion
201.  	To consider Planning Applications 
a) Applications received or present on ESBC’s Weekly List. 
P/2025/00672 Rivendale, Woodseat, Grove Rocester : retrospective planning permission for extensions to building and garden
RPC Resolution
a) [bookmark: _Hlk210239619]That, whilst Rocester Parish Council regrets that this application is another that seeks retrospective planning permission, it does not object to the proposal so long as ESBC, on considering the granting of planning permission, applies a planning condition that there will be a planning condition that the total redesignated residential area shall not be redeveloped to contain more than one residential unit. 
b) [bookmark: _Hlk210239674]There are two reasons for this. The submitted Planning Statement’s paragraph 4.4 mentions that ‘Paragraph 187 of the Framework states that the planning system should contribute to and enhance the natural and local environment by ‘protecting and enhancing valued landscapes’. The site is outside Rocester’s settlement / development boundary as defined in ESBC’s Adopted Local Plan 2012-2031. Finally, ESBC’s Policy DP3 states that “extensions of residential curtilages within the countryside will only be permitted where they do not adversely affect landscape character by the intrusion of urban features”
c) However, if ESBC is minded not to apply such a condition, then Rocester Parish Council OBJECTS to the application.

b) Decisions Received – s116 Highways Act 1980 - Application for a Stopping up Order - Old Denstone Road, Rocester (JCB) 
There was concern that the approved closure of the relevant section of highway is to be, as the decision notice says, “stopped up for the purpose of all traffic” if this was for both vehicles and pedestrians. 
Being a statutory consultee, Rocester Parish Council’s response had been that it had “no objection to the formal Stopping Up of the proposed section of Old Denstone Road subject to; 
•	the footpath being to Adopted Highways standards so no less than two metres wide;
•	its being adequately lit during the winter months; and 
•	other safety measures being provided to minimise the risk of accidents between pedestrians and vehicles
The matters of continued pedestrian access and its illumination are to be taken up with JCB   
202. 	F+GWG Report 
Progression of the Clerks’ contract and compliance with Standing Orders and Financial Regulations will be on the Agenda for the next F+GWG meeting to be held on Friday 10 October in the Community Centre between 1 pm and 3pm.
203. 	Reports from District and County Councillors
District Council : No report received but Cllr S. Sankey had sent his apologies
County Council : Cllr Gary Hales attended, gave a verbal report on the following topics and answered questions thereon.
a) Local Government Reorganisation – The reform Party would like the present County boundary to remain the same but if a split were needed, it should be done from a business point of view and income potential for the new unitary councils. This would result in an east – west split with Stoke-on-Trent being part of the eastern section.  Preferred option had to be submitted in November with elections held in the following June/July for the shadow councils. Since these would run in parallel with the existing councils during the transition period, bringing the additional expense of dual governance. 
b) Council Tax – A 5% uplift was to be expected and failure to do so would bring funding penalties. 
c) Council savings – These are a top priority for SCC for the Reform Party which now controlled SCC and particular attention was being given to the monitoring of the performances of both staff and contractors. 
d) Future reporting – RPC recognised that Cllr Hales could not attend all parish council meetings but suggested that a simple A4 newsletter should be sent to parish councils to inform them of the latest developments on county-wide and local issues. Cllr Hales said that SCC now made more use of social media and its website, it was pointed out that not everyone used or had access to such media. 
e) Funding for parish councils – SCC still has some funding available for community projects subject to their uses being possible by most persons.
f) Having found this visit very informative, Cllr Hales hoped to attend the next RPC meeting on 3 November and may bring accompanied by another SCC councillor with particular Highways responsibilities. 
204. 	Village Hall Car Parking 
a) SCC Cllr Gary Hales attended the meeting to discuss the parking issues within the Community Centre’s private car park and the village in general, not the least being that by JCB workers at the expense of residents whose properties had no on-site parking facilities.  A parking review would cost some £300 to 4000 .
b) He will be meeting with JCB to propose that the registration numbers of JCB workforce cars that were parked both in the village and village hall car park should be recorded and monitored by JCB security. He asked for a briefing paper to be prepared and sent to him as soon as possible for his early meeting with JCB representatives.   

205. Report of the Rocester Community Centre Management Committee – Received.
206. Report of the Rocester Playing Field Management Committee – None Received
 Defibrillator Updates – AED have done a survey of all 4 defibs : no further action is needed. However, watering from the hanging basket over that outside the Red Lion could lead to mould affecting its contents. Cllr Fowell said that he would take the matter up with the landlord.
Part 2 Confidential
207.  Clerk’s Employment Contract 
This is based on the NALC model contract which refers to policies that RPC does not yet have. Where possible, NALC model policies are to be used but others will have to be developed and further discussed at the next F+GWG meeting on 10 October.   
208     Children Centre Rent Review –To instruct Taylor Millington to proceed with the Tenant on rent   
            Increase as advised by valuation solicitors.Proposed by Cllr G Mellor Seconded by Cllr A Fowl    
Next meeting – 
                                              3rd November 2025 – Full meeting of Rocester Parish Council 
Agenda items by 24th October 2025 and formal apologies to the clerk no later than 31st October 2025  please. 







Appendix A
	Date
	Payee
	Net
	VAT
	Gross
	Cheque No

	06/10/25
	Clerk Wages 
	£793.06
	
	£793.06
	        Bank Transfer

	06/10/25
	Clerk Expenses, Phone bill, Printing 
	£104.13
	
	£104.13
	Bank Transfer

	06/10/25
	Handy Man 32 hours per month
	£390.72
	
	£390.72
	Bank Transfer

	06/10/25
	OLP – Wetpour for children playing area
	£156.00
	£31.20
	£187.20
	Bank Transfer

	06/10/25
	Monica Cleaning Village Hall 4x hours
	£80.00
	
	£80.00
	Bank Transfer

	06/10/25
	Fuel for the Mower
	31.96
	£6.39
	£38.35
	Bank Transfer

	06/10/25
	Molly Maids Village hall Grant for Cleaning 
	£389.58
	£77.92
	£467.50
	Bank Transfer

	06/10/25
	Insurance for Stage Curtains
	£190.56
	
	£190.56
	Bank Transfer

	
	Total Payments
	£2041.62
	£114.51
	£2156.13
	



	Breakdown of Clerk Expenses
	Net
	VAT 
	Gross

	Printing
	£3.50
	
	£3.50

	Mileage :  
1st September 2025 
34 miles @ 0.46p
	£15.64
	
	£15.64

	Microsoft Subscription
	£84.99
	
	£84.99

	Total
	
	
	               £104.13





