Rocester Parish Council 
Meeting of Rocester Parish Council held on Monday 1st September 2025
Minutes issued by Ms Nisa Khan, Clerk to the Council 
Council Meeting of Rocester Parish Council
Councillors in attendance: Cllr G Mellor (Chair), Cllr M Pierzchalla, Cllr P Atkins, Cllr N Pierzchalla, Cllr G Aris, Cllr A Fowell
Public Participation  : 1 member of the community attended.
180. Apologies for Absence - Apologies received from Cllr A Fowell and Cllr S Sankey
181.  Minutes of Previous Meeting and Arising Matters – Approval of minutes of the meeting held on Monday 2st July 2025 as an accurate record of decisions made. Proposed by Cllr P Atkins Seconded by Cllr G Arris
182. 	Declarations of Interest from members regarding items on the agenda and consider an application for dispensation.
Cllr P Atkins, Cllr M Pierzchalla and Cllr G Mellor have declared a personal interest in 184
183.  Clerks Report – 
A) CCTV upgrade quote in finance report – Clerk to Contact company cost of £520.15 approved Proposed by Cllr P Atkins Seconded Cllr G Arris. 
B) WIFI Guest Password Update – Clerk to login to the IP address and set this up.
C) Domain and Website Progess report – Costs approved for .GOV domain and Website. Cllr P Atkins Proposed Max seconded 
D) Condition Survey – Handy Man to be painting from September – December proposed by Cllr G Mellor Seconded by Cllr M Pierzchalla.
E) Local Government review – ESBC have sent a survey out which needs to be done by November 2025. 
F) [bookmark: _Hlk208935886]Children Centre Invoices- Cedar Tree need to pay invoices on the 1st of each month. Formal Invoices must be issued so that RPC knows what payments are for and Cedar Tree are ahead or in arrears. 
G) Scribe software Package for RPC at £249 upfront cost followed by £31 monthly fee, Council would like to proceed in April 2026 proposed by Cllr M Pierzchalla Seconded Cllr G Mellor
H) RPC Facebook to be closed down by clerk – Proposed by Cllr G Mellor Seconded by Cllr N Pierzchalla
184. To approve expenditure (Refer to Appendix A) 
185. To approve expenditure from August Appendix A

186.   To consider financial reports (to be circulated prior to the meeting.
187. 	To consider Planning Applications 
a) Applications Received – Mill House, Mill Street, Rocester, Staffordshire, ST14 5JX - P/2025/00820 Already dealt with at the July meeting (from DY notes taken at the meeting) 
b) Decisions Received – P/2025/00820 - The JCB Academy, Mill Street, Rocester, Staffordshire, ST14 5JX – No Action 
188.         Review F+GWG Reports – A report was tabled and the following actions agreed.
a) VAT recovery is to begin with the earliest invoices fiorst, all subject to the refund exceeding the cost of the additional C/RFO’s hours in doing so.
b) Council is to obtain a copy of the NJC ‘Green Book’ for Pay and Conditions of Service as soon as possible.
c) Concerning the Rocester Community Centre (RCC) and for guidance and clarity, a document be prepared that apportions the risks and responsibilities for discussions between between Council (Landlord) and the RCC Management Committee (Tenant).
d) As Landlord and being responsible for fire safety of RCC, Council considers that the JCB-donated, fire-proofed stage curtains are to be deemed RPC property.
Clerk to arrange PAT testing and seek a  quote from its insurance company for the stage curtains valued at £30K.
189. 	To receive reports from District and County Councillors – None received
190. 	Village Hall Car Parking Review -  Clerk to contact Cllr G. Hale to ask if he is willing to contribute towards a parking review if RPC made a contribution. 
[bookmark: _Hlk210647128]191,    Report of the Village Hall Management Committee – Bin had been damaged by            someone climbing over. Cllr G Mellor arranging a signage stating CCTV recording is on. Clerk to write to OFGEM regarding Opus energy outstanding credit.  EDF have now sent invoice for the Village Hall.
192. Report of the Playing Field Management Committee – Formal Thank yous were given to Rocester Football club for mowing the field and a Thank you to A&M Welding for donating their Mower. Council reviewed the gym equipment quote the quote from Sunshine Gym is for £6746 (excluding VAT) for delivery, signage and installation the council would like to proceed. Proposed by Cllr M Pierzchalla : Seconded G Arris.
If this is to be paid for from a grant to RPFMC and how the VAT will be recovered.
If only RPC can recover the VAT, it may have to place the order. However, the acceptance of a single quote is against RPC’s own Standing Orders. These may be set aside so long as there is a good reason for doing so and this decision is formally minuted.
PART TWO OF AGENDA
193.  Staff Pay 
Council accepted the new rate of pay for the Clerk at £15.82 grade 16 and agreed to pay towards her pension Scheme and any back pay. 
194...Children Centre Commercial Information
Council agreed to take Taylors advice on the rental income value. Proposed by Cllr N Peirzchalla, Proposed Cllr G Mellor.
[bookmark: _Hlk208937549]Clerk to contact Taylor Millington at Rushton Hickman Solicitors to proceed with the rent review with Cedar Tree, 

Appendix A

INCOME
 it was agreed that Income is also be added each month
.
EXPENDITURE
	Date
	Payee
	Net
	VAT
	Gross
	Cheque No

	01/09/25
	Clerk Wages 
	£697.67
	
	£697.67
	Bank Transfer

	01/09/25
	Clerk Expenses, Phone bill, Printing 
	£19.14
	
	£19.14
	Bank Transfer

	01/09/25
	Handy Man 32 hours per month
	£390.72
	
	£390.72
	Bank Transfer

	01/09/25
	Eon unmetered electric supply
	£7,64
	
	£7,64
	Bank Transfer

	01/09/25
	Vikings  Invocie 6118056
	261.43
	
	
	Bank Transfer

	01/09/25
	Rocester car sales (Fuel)
	£41.29
	
	£41.29
	Bank Transfer

	01/09/25
	Staffordshire County Council
	£21.80
	
	£21.80
	Bank Transfer

	01/09/25
	Fire extinguisher service
	£43
	£8.60
	£51.60
	Bank Transfer

	01/09/25
	Village hall repair works Jason
	£325
	£65
	£390
	Bank Transfer

	01/09/25
	Annette Payroll Service 
	120.00
	
	120
	Bank Transfer

	01/09/25
	CCTV
	£433.46
	86.69
	£520.15
	Bank Transfer

	 
	Total Payments 
	
	
	
	 



	Breakdown of Clerk Expenses
	Net
	VAT 
	Gross

	Printing
	£3.50
	
	£3.50

	Mileage  ,  
20th Aug 2025 17miles x2 0.46x34
	£15.64
	
	£15.64

	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	               £19.14



